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COMMON BUDGET TERMS & DEFINITIONS 

o Account Manager – Person authorized and responsible for a particular 
account.

o Administrative Overhead - An assessment against revenue in an IFR 
account to recoup the indirect administrative costs associated with 
operating an IFR program. The assessment is reflected in the individual 
IFR accounts as a reduction to the uncommitted cash balance.

o Allocation – The amount authorized to be spent within a fiscal year.
o Allocation Transfer - Movement of allocation from one account &/or 

object to another account &/or object within the same fund. Transfer of 
allocation from an account decreases the account's uncommitted balance. 
Transfer of allocation into an account increases the account's uncommitted 
balance. Allocation transfers may be either one-time (affecting only current 
year allocation) or permanent (affecting allocations in following fiscal 
years).

o Dorm Income Fund-Reimbursable (DIFR) - A self-supporting fund that 
operates on revenue generated from dorm operations.

o Encumbrance - A commitment of a portion of an account's allocation to 
cover the cost of payroll, goods or services (e.g. purchase orders).

o Expenditure - A transaction that indicates the approval to issue a payment. 
The transaction could be liquidating an encumbrance or be a direct 
payment.

o Expense Transfer (a.k.a. Journal Transfer) - Movement of expenses 
incurred in one account to another account (can be within a fund or from 
one fund to another). Transfer of expenditures from an account increases 
the available balance. Transfer of expenditures into an account decreases 
the available balance.

o Fiscal Year - The time period used to monitor financial activity. SUNY’s 
fiscal year is July 1 through June 30.

o Fringe Benefits -An assessment on non-student payroll for indirect state 
support (a.k.a. Pooled Offset).

o Fund – Identifies the type of account (State, IFR, DIFR or SUTRA).
o Income Fund-Reimbursable (IFR) - A self-supporting account that 

operates on revenue generated from its operations. These accounts are 
considered a special type of State funds.

o Lapsed Period - Allocations are assigned to accounts and intended for use 
during the fiscal year (July 1 through June 30). Often transactions started
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during the fiscal year are not completed by June 30. For example, an item 
ordered in April may not be delivered by the vendor until August. Such 
transactions that post after the end of the fiscal year are lapsed period 
transactions. SUNY’s lapsed period begins July 1 and continues to 
September. 

o Maintenance & Operations (M&O) Overhead - An assessment against
revenues in IFR accounts to recoup the indirect costs associated with the
facilities and space used by an IFR program. The assessment is reflected in
the individual IFR accounts as a reduction to the uncommitted cash
balance.

o Objects – Distinct categories of expenses within an account; e.g., Personal
Service Regular (PSR), Temporary Service (TS), Other than Personal
Service (OTPS) such as Supplies, Travel, Contractual, & Equipment.  See
also Sub-Object Codes.

o Pending Items - Transactions which have been initiated, but have not yet
posted to the account.

o Recharge Funds - Funds assigned to an account to record the expenses
incurred for centrally provided goods and services. The recharge areas
include central stores, telephone, mail, duplicating, and automotive
services.

o Revenue Offset - State appropriated funds provided to the campus for
program operations.

o Stabilization - After the lapsed period closes, if there is any remaining
campus-wide state allocation, it can be put into a special account and spent
the following fiscal year.

o Sub-Object Codes - A numerical structuring of expenses. For example,
0000 – 1999 is for personal service regular, 2000 – 2999 is for temporary
service, 3000 – 3999 is for supplies, 4000 – 4999 is for travel, 5000 – 5999
is for contractual, and 7000 – 7999 is for equipment.

o Uncommitted Balance - The allocation remaining and available for use in
the account after deducting all expenditures and encumbrances from the
allocation.


	Common Budget Terms & Definitions



